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Giving Hope. Restoring Life.

Shining the
LIGHT of Hope
Even in the Darkest of Times,
Your Support Brings Light!

Portland Rescue Mission

HOLIDAY 2020

We Were Made For
TIMES LIKE THESE
At the heart of all we do
there is one thing that really
makes a difference: God’s
love expressed through the
compassionate care of others.

T

he Christmas season has long been
associated with light. So it’s fitting that we
celebrate Christ’s birth just after the winter
solstice on December 21st, the darkest day of the year.
Jesus saw His own ministry as bringing light into the
darkness. “I am the light of the world,” He told his
followers. “Whoever follows Me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).
And he encouraged His followers to shine brightly,
too: “Let your light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven”
(Matthew 5:14).
Many are struggling to survive right now. Men and
women experiencing some very dark circumstances:
homelessness, addiction, illness, mental health
challenges, loss of employment and afraid for what the
future holds.

They need help and hope.
THAT'S WHY WE'RE HERE!
For more than 70 years, Portland Rescue Mission
has been bringing Jesus' love and hope for new life

to our vulnerable neighbors who feel alone, broken
and lost in the darkness of despair. Because of the
pandemic, we are seeing many people who have
never experienced homelessness before – see Jack’s
story on page 4. In partnership with you, we are able
to provide a wide range of life-sustaining services
with a focus on forming relationships that build trust
and instill hope. You will see this in Jack’s story.
God's unconditional forgiveness and grace releases
people from dark dungeons formed by trauma,
fear, anger and despair. From hearts filled with hurt
springs hope, gratitude and a new sense of purpose.
Thank you for your generous partnership in shining
the light of hope into the hearts of the hundreds of
men, women and children we serve every day. Not
only are urgent needs being met but lives are being
transformed.
Very gratefully yours,

Eric Bauer
Executive Director

You can be a bright light to hurting and hungry men, women and children.

No one should

go hungry

at Thanksgiving
and Christmas!

A hot meal brings a
glimmer of hope to
a person enduring
their first holiday on
the streets.
It’s been a rough year for so many
of our neighbors. The COVID-19
pandemic has heightened many of
the issues that cause homelessness
like job loss, financial strain,
despair, and addictions.
But the meals you provide with
your giving can spark hope for
people who’ve lost everything in
life!

“It meant a lot to me that I was able to
eat. It was like a reset button for me. The
community is so supporting. They care, and it
gives me life.”

-Jackson

“The meal is just the first thing they do for us.
It’s just amazing how much it’s helped me. I’m
so much happier now. I can’t believe how many
people care.”

-Vance

“They wanted to make sure I was full. They didn’t
care what I looked like, or what I smelled like. It
was an amazing
experience to have somebody care
“
that much.“

-Kyle

Donate today at: www.PortlandRescueMission.org/HolidayNL

When
Things
Seem

Darkest

Jack Finds Hope
For The Future

J

ack never did drugs or abused alcohol. He’d been
a hard-working man his entire life. It never really
occurred to him that he could end up homeless.

In the hospital after his suicide attempt, Jack wanted to
give up. His sister convinced him to give life another try
by coming to Portland Rescue Mission for help.

But for Jack, the dark days began very early in his life. “I
went through horrible abuse from the age of 8 to 13,” he
says. “So, I have always struggled with depression, but
through therapy and medication, it was manageable.”

“Once I was accepted into the program, I knew I was
safe,” he says. “I was reluctant to trust. It took three
months of people treating me wonderfully that I felt for
the first time that I wouldn’t be better off dead.”

When a new doctor removed one of Jack’s medications,
his anxiety began to overwhelm him. But he pushed on for
more than a year.

Thanks to your support, the light of hope shines brighter
each day and Jack finally has the support he needs to
thrive.

Then the COVID-19 shut-down caused him to be laid off
which also resulted in him losing his housing. Homeless
and in complete despair, he tried to take his own life.

“Every week, I’m stronger, I’m better, I’m healthier,
I’m happier,” he says. “It’s a feeling of relief. I’m so
blessed to have people here that are truly my friends.”
He’s especially glad to be repairing relationships with his
daughters.

“If you haven’t been truly homeless,
you might not be able to understand,” says
Jack. “But there is a fear, anxiety, and
shame that goes with it that is very hard to
overcome.”

Jack now has something he hasn’t had for a very long
time – optimism about the future. “I have a place that feels
like home,” he shares. “I have stability. I have friends and
support from amazing people. I couldn’t be anything but
grateful.”

Watch Jack’s video story: www.PortlandRescueMission.org/HolidayNL

LIGHTING
THE

Path

Every service Portland Rescue Mission provides focuses on conveying value, developing trusting
relationships and instilling hope. Our staff and hundreds of volunteers meet people where they
are and light a path forward, providing compassionate care every step of the way.
YOUR SUPPORT OF OUR BURNSIDE SHELTER
provides urgent needs for up to 1,000 individuals every
day. Your compassionate care includes:
● 24/7 services including restrooms, mail service,
hygiene products and welcoming support
● Up to 1,000 warm, nutritious meals daily
● Showers and clothing
● Safe overnight shelter
● Shelter with staff support for men and women referred
from hospitals and other agencies
● Transitional shelter programs for men and women
leading to housing and employment
● Connection to area resources such as healthcare and
legal assistance
● Mobile outreach to assist those isolated on the street

YOUR SUPPORT OF OUR NEW LIFE MINISTRIES
impacts the lives of over 230 men, women and children
every year as they experience God’s love in safe, healing
environments. Your compassionate care includes:
● Groups, classes and counseling to overcome debilitating
addictions by addressing root causes
● Advocacy in resolving legal & financial issues and
obtaining healthcare
● Childcare, parenting classes and reunification of families
● Chaplaincy support, community worship and study
groups that cultivate spiritual growth
● Life skills and vocational training leading to employment
and housing
● Transition and alumni programs that foster long-term
stability

Thank you to
all the many
unknown people
who pray for
strangers like
me. You make it
possible for me

Thank You

and my children to
stay at Shepherd’s
Door.

-Izzy

For Giving the Gift of HOPE!
I got to watch a
movie with my
daughter, who I
hadn’t seen in years.
She will be at my
graduation. Praise
God!

-

God replaced
my addictions
to alcohol and
drugs with love.
His love.

-

Stephanie

Gordon

I’m thanking the Lord for
daily changes.

-

Johnny

At Shepherd’s Door, they took
me as I was and they loved
me back to life.

-Heather

My life has
transformed
in a way that I
never could have
imaged.

-Sheridan
I was homeless. God
opened my eyes to
appreciate every moment
and everything I have now
at The Harbor.

-Jeffrey

Put your gift to work right away when you donate online: www.PortlandRescueMission.org/HolidayNL
GIFT INFO:
$ 		

 One-Time

 Monthly:

Gift Amount				



CREDIT CARD GIFT:
Start Date

		

End Date

I authorize Portland Rescue Mission to charge my credit or banking account as described
on this form. This payment authorization is valid and to remain in effect unless I notify
Portland Rescue Mission by sending written notice to donations@pdxmission.org or

 Visa  Mastercard  Discover  American Express
							

Credit Card #				

Exp. Date

							

3- or 4-Digit Security Code		

Billing ZIP Code

PO Box 3713 Portland, OR 97208 five days prior to the scheduled payment date.

								

CHECKING / SAVINGS ACCOUNT GIFT:

Printed Donor Name (as it appears on credit card or bank account)

 Checking  Business Checking  Savings

								

							

								

							

								

							

Donor Signature

Phone					
E-mail

Bank Name				
Bank Routing Number		
Bank Account Number

Donations to Portland Rescue Mission are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law. Any gifts received above our current need will be used to help care for people in need throughout
the year. You will receive a receipt for your gift.

Could You Add
One More Gift
To Your List?

A Gift
That
Changes
Lives

It feels great to help people,
especially at Thanksgiving
and Christmas.
Please add just one more gift
to your shopping list
this holiday season,
the GIFT OF HOPE
for our neighbors in need.

IN TIMES OF DARKNESS, the light of your

$24 A MONTH PROVIDES
2 DAYS OF CARE WITH:

compassion shines all the brighter!
Thank you for doing what you can
to help our neighbors in need
this Thanksgiving and Christmas season.

GIVE A YEAR-END GIFT
TODAY!
Donate online at:
www.PortlandRescueMission.org/HolidayNL

MY GIFT OF

• Hot, nutritious meals that provide a
warm welcome
• Safe shelter away from cold, rainy
weather and violence on the streets
• Showers, restrooms and clothing
• Assistance with legal, healthcare,
housing and employment resources
• Invitation to join programs for
addiction recovery, spiritual renewal
and life skills training

Hope

Yes, I want to help provide meals and hope to my neighbors facing

homelessness this holiday season. Here is my gift of:
❑ $24/mo to help 24 people a year

❑ $____________ a month

❑ $48/mo to help 48 people a year

❑ $____________ one time gift

❑ $96/mo to help 96 people a year
Every $12 provides a hot meal, safe night of shelter, a shower,
clean clothes and access to life-restoring programs.
000N1120M

Giving Hope. Restoring Life.

P.O. Box 3713
Portland, OR 97208-3713
503.MISSION (647.7466)

To donate online, visit:
PortlandRescueMission.org/HolidayNL
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