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When you support the work
of Portland Rescue Mission,
you’re helping people with
their urgent concerns for basic
things like food, shelter and safety.

But you’re also
doing much more!

C

hristmas was agonizing for Stephanie that first
holiday she spent homeless, see pages 4-5. She saved
up enough to stay at a cheap motel with her son so
they wouldn’t have to spend another night sleeping
in her car with the engine running just to keep from
freezing.
Stephanie was grateful to be warm and safe for a
night. But what about the next day, and the next?
Like Stephanie, thousands of men and women here
in our community face that same stress and fear on a
daily basis:
Am I safe today?
Will I have enough food?
What if I get sick from this freezing weather?
How am I ever going to get back on my feet again?
Is my life worth anything any more?
Does anyone care?
Friends, I can’t emphasize enough how important
you are in times like these!

As you make room in your heart to help this
Christmas season, you’re creating “turning
points” for men, women and children in crisis.
When someone comes to us desperate for a
change, your gift offers life-restoring help in our
wide variety of recovery programs.
Because you care and give, this Christmas season
will undoubtedly be the start of a new life for
countless people right here in our community.
See page 6-7 where our recent graduates want to
thank you for your support.
This Christmas, please help with a generous gift
to express the love of Jesus and change more
lives.
In Christ’s love,

Eric Bauer
Executive Director

What I hope to be
for my family is an
instrument of truth,
an instrument of hope
and a testament to how
powerful God is, how
loving God is, and how
truly transformative
coming to Christ can
be for one’s life.
~ Brian

I would wish for everyone to have a warm
place to be on Christmas. I would wish
that I could have a brand new coat.
And I would like to have my own
place to live where my kids could
come and stay with me.
~ Debra

I’d wish for
Christmas to see my
daughter. I haven’t seen
her in years. That would be
a good Christmas thing for me.
~ Ben

Your support meets urgent needs and offers a way out of homelessness and addiction. Give online at

www.PortlandRescueMission.org/HolidayNL

“I just wanted to be safe with my kids.”
“I was in a domestic violence situation,” says

Stephanie. “I was pregnant and had an eight-monthold baby.” With nowhere to go, Stephanie’s choice to
leave was agonizing. But she had to protect herself
and her children.
It was November and cold outside. Stephanie
survived by living in her car, running the engine to
keep warm.

Every day became a fight
for survival.
Thanksgiving passed. Without the usual celebration
of food and family, the holiday stung Stephanie’s
heart. “Alone. I felt really alone.”
“At Christmas, I was able to scrounge up enough
money to stay at a cheap motel with my son,” says
Stephanie. “I was just thankful to be there. But I also
felt worthless and ashamed of where I was.”

This year, Stephanie is very grateful to be
celebrating Christmas with her children.

“Every time I thought life was bad, it just kept
getting worse,” says Stephanie. Unable to provide for
her son, Stephanie lost custody of him. Then she lost
her car. “I felt totally hopeless,” she recalls. Shame
and grief engulfed Stephanie. Unable to cope with all
she’d lost, she tried to ease the pain with drugs and
alcohol.

Being homeless on the
streets was beyond frightening
“It became a life or death situation,” she says. In the
dangerous cold of January, she nearly froze each
night in a tent that wouldn’t zip closed. She had no
way to keep out the biting wind, nor the rats that
constantly tried to get to her food.

Hungry and exhausted,
Stephanie often found her way
to Portland Rescue Mission for
help and a nice hot meal.
“I looked forward to it,” she says. “To come and
have a nice hot meal was so good.”
Thanks to your volunteer and financial support,
Stephanie felt safe and cared for inside our doors.
The hot meals she enjoyed became the first step
toward a new life. She soon joined our free long-term
recovery ministry for women at Shepherd’s Door.
“I was so used to protecting myself that it was hard
for me to trust people and live together in community
at first,” says Stephanie. “Are these people for real?
But they were able to love me until I was able to
love myself. I had never experienced God’s love like
that.”
After a few months in recovery, Stephanie was
thrilled to be reunited with her children. “It’s an
amazing feeling to be healthy.

The parenting classes have really prepared
me to be the mom they deserve.” I’m a whole
different person than I was two years ago.”

Today, Stephanie is a graduate of Shepherd’s Door
and lives with her children in one of our Community
Houses. These transitional homes provide stability
and continued recovery support as women work and
save money to live independently. This Christmas,
Stephanie and her kids look forward to a joy-filled
holiday. “Just having my family together and a roof
over my head is more than I can even ask for,” says
Stephanie. “I’m just happy. I feel so blessed to be
where I am right now. Thank you!”

Graduates say, “Thank you!” for a second chance.

I had been drinking because of my brokenness and

believing the lies that I was so far past redeeming grace.
If I weren’t at The Harbor, I probably wouldn’t have seen
my grandfather before he passed. It blows my mind to
see that God would reconcile that part of my life...to
have a Bible study with my grandfather again, especially
after all those years of guilt and shame. Reconciliation
with my family continues to pour out more and more.
God is so good and His love is reckless and fierce and
overwhelming and never ending. It’s a beautiful thing to
know Him ~ Shawn

I was in complete bondage. Coming to

Shepherd’s Door saved my life and gave me
stability and a safe place to heal. To learn who I
was. I encountered God like never before. I was
completely willing to surrender and do whatever
it took and somehow surrender had brought me
such relief. God made me whole again. He showed
me I was enough when I believed that I wasn’t. I
am blessed and full of joy. My relationships with
my family and children have been and are being
restored. ~ Beth

I’m beyond grateful for this chance and this

opportunity to better my life and just be the
best me and the best mom that I can be. Today I
can say that I’m over one year sober. I have full
custody of my kids. I have grieved my mom and
dad’s death and I’ve let go of resentments and
forgiven those who hurt me the most. And I’ve
sought forgiveness from those that I’ve hurt. I
will build my life upon the Lord’s loving work. I
will put my trust in him alone. He has a plan, a
purpose and a way for me, and I’m really looking
to my future to see what’s in store for me.
Thank you. ~ Kelly

One of the greatest things that I’ve received

here at the Harbor was the relationship with my
mother. I get to be the son that I should have
been. I get to be there for her. I visit her every
week. She’s an active part of my life, as I am hers.
What life looked like before this was lonely, was
in a jail cell, was doing whatever I could to get
money. Today, I am a productive member of
society. I truly have a life that I’d never imagined.
~ Joshua

❑ Donate via credit card:
Circle One:

Expiration Date:___________________

Card Number: _______________________________________________________________
Name:____________________________ Phone:___________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
Donate securely online: www.PortlandRescueMission.org/HolidayNL
❑ Keep me updated with news and stories through email:
Email:__________________________________________________________________________
❑ Please pray for: _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Tell me more about:
❑ Monthly giving through
checks, auto-pay, or
electronic transfer
❑ Donating my car
❑ Planning my estate,
annuity, or trust
❑ Volunteering at the Mission
(Please complete contact
information at left)

Donations to the Mission are
tax deductible to the fullest
extent allowed by law. Any gifts
received above our current need will
be used to help care for hurting people
throughout the year.

EVERY GIFT OF

$12

PROVIDES ONE
NIGHT OF CARE
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GIVE IN HONOR OR MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE:

www.PortlandRescueMission.org/HolidayNL

Yes, I want to help hurting men, women and children struggling
with homelessness, addiction and hunger. Here is my gift of:

Giving Hope. Restoring Life.

❑ $12/mo to help 12 people a year
❑ $24/mo to help 24 people a year
❑ $48/mo to help 48 people a year

❑ $____________ a month
❑ $____________ one time gift

Every $12 provides a hot meal, safe night of shelter, a shower,
clean
andoraccess
to life-restoring
Encloseclothes
your check
complete
your credit cardprograms.
information on back.
9B2

P.O. Box 3713
Portland, OR 97208-3713
503.MISSION (647.7466)
To donate online, visit
PortlandRescueMission.org/HolidayNL
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