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I'm just so grateful for Shepherd's Door
and Portland Rescue Mission, and I
know it's the donors that make it happen
because it's all free to me and I'm thankful
to God...without this place, I would still
be out there and I might not be alive.
~ Jodi

Finding things to be
thankful for is
easy to do here at
Portland Rescue Mission.

Thank you to all the millions of unknown
people who pray for strangers like me. Thank
you to all the wonderful people who give by
sharing their personal time and financial
donors who helped make it possible for me
and my children to stay at Shepherd’s Door.
~ Izzy

Everywhere I look, I see God
multiplying your generosity to
create profound and lasting change
in the lives of people in need.
Thank you, donors!
Portland Rescue Mission started
back in 1949 with one man serving
homemade soup from his car. That
same “love your neighbor” spirit
continues today every time you
send your financial support. Every
$12 you give provides urgent
help — a warm welcome at our
Burnside Shelter for a hearty meal,
a hot shower, clean clothes and a
safe night’s rest. That’s often the
first step into our wide range of
recovery programs where 160 lives of men, women
and children are touched each year!

A NOTE
OF
THANKS

Thank you, volunteers!
With 2,150 volunteers providing over 34,000
hours of work each year, we truly couldn’t do this
compassionate work in our community on such a large
scale without you! You’re a vital part of serving more
than 330,000 meals to hungry people every year.

Celebrating the opening of our new
community house for women and children.
Partnering with Cedar Mill Bible Church.

Thank you, community partners!
With homelessness and addiction such an
overwhelming need here in the Portland metro
and southwest Washington area, it’s vital that we
work together to restore the lives of families in our
community. I’m so grateful for the strong church and
business partnerships that provide significant donations
of 437,700 lbs of food, clothing and other in-kind
donations — practical help to meet very real needs.

Eric Bauer, Executive Director

Truly, you are making a difference. Thank you!

Thankful for this opportunity. I'm thankful
for finding this place, finding Yuri. Thankful
for all the work that the staff put in.
~ Brandon

GRATITUDE
FLOWS FROM
YOUR GIVING
I’m thankful for The Harbor for giving me the
opportunity to have a roof over my head...I don’t
deserve to be in a program like this, and by the
grace of God and my family, it led me here.
I’m two and a half years sober now, employed.
~ Anthony
I'm thankful to be alive. I know
personally how close I came to dying.
~ Michael
I am most thankful for the community,
the people ...I could go on for days about
my gratitude. My gratitude list is huge.
~ Royal

I DON’T
HAVE TO
BE ALONE
She might have been

an angel. Mark was barely aware of the older
woman sitting on the other end of his park bench.
He’d been shivering in the cold rain for hours, in
a fog of terrible pain. That morning, he’d been
released from the hospital after being brutally
attacked while he slept on the streets, homeless.

Mark’s head still throbbed from
the beating. His eyes burned from
exhaustion. But his heart hurt the most,
from the buildup of loneliness and
shame of so many years.
Mark had survived a lot. But he was tired of
fighting. He had come to this bench with a singleminded purpose—to finally drink himself to death
and be done with all the pain.
Years before, Mark had been successful with a
marriage of 10 years, a good job, and a house. But
when his wife left him, Mark was devastated.
“I signed the divorce papers, gave up the house,
stopped working, and just walked away from
everything.”

Those few moments of loving

encouragement sparked hope in
Mark. Rather than end his life, he asked for help

and eventually found The Harbor, our free residential
recovery program for men.
Mark’s most urgent need was physical. “I weighed
about 129 pounds. My eyesight was going bad. I had
no energy from malnutrition and I would shake,” he
recalls.

A hot shower, clean clothes, good meals and
nights of good rest did wonders to revive him.

“You know,”
Living homeless was scary.

“I was in complete survival
mode. I’d go three, four days with
nothing to eat.”
In the summer, he slept in parks or
under bridges. But in winter, he’d walk
for hours in the middle of the night
just to stay warm. “Thanksgiving and
Christmas were the worst though,” says
Mark, aching for the happy times as a
family.
The night he was beaten, something
broke in Mark’s spirit. He was tired of
struggling to survive. Tired of being so
alone.

said the
woman on
the bench
with him,

Soon, Mark was ready to take
courageous steps to change his life.
“Once you get a sense of peace
back, you can work on your core
issues—your alcoholism, your
anger, maybe your self-esteem
issues. And you get closer to God,”
he says.

Today, after a year in the program,
Mark is so grateful for the transformation made
possible by donors who support Portland Rescue
Mission. He’s putting
his culinary degree to work as part of Mission Bar-BQue, our food truck and catering service
that provides vocational training for our graduates.
This Thanksgiving and Christmas, Mark has
a new perspective. “There is hope in this world,” he
says. “I’m thankful that I’ll never have to
be homeless, that I don’t have to be alone any more.”

“I’m thankful that I’ll
never have to be homeless,
that I don’t have to be
alone anymore.”

“God cares.”

“You know,” said the woman on the bench with him.
“God cares.” Mark snapped from his despair to see her
smile at him. It had been a long time since a stranger
took the time to speak kindly to him, let alone look him
in the eye. “You’re right,” he heard himself say.

Men and women are struggling all alone in homelessness and addiction. Please help today with a donation to provide
them urgent help and compassionate support in recovery. www.PortlandRescueMission.org/FallNL

Watch Mark share his story of hope:
www.PortlandRescueMission.org/Mark

TELETHON/ RADIOTHON DATES

NO ONE SHOULD
GO HUNGRY
ON THANKSGIVING
At 900 meals a day, our
Thanksgiving shopping list is
HUGE this time of year!
Can you help?
With more than 38,000 meals
to serve between now and
Thanksgiving, our pantry is
always in need of additional
supplies. Your donation today
ensures that hot meals fill hungry
souls who come to us for food,
friendship, comfort and guidance.

Join us to hear stories of hope!
Telethon

| Oct.

10, 2019

Radiothon

Hope 24/7

| Nov.

Thanks for
Giving

Donate Thanksgiving meals at:
www.PortlandRescueMission.org/FallNL

21, 2019
❑ Donate via credit card:
Circle One:

Expiration Date:___________________

Card Number: _______________________________________________________________

Telethon

| Dec.

Hope for the
Holidays

5th, 2019

Name:____________________________ Phone:___________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
Donate securely online: www.PortlandRescueMission.org/FallNL
❑ Keep me updated with news and stories through email:
Email:__________________________________________________________________________
❑ Please pray for: _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Tell me more about:
❑ Monthly giving through
checks, auto-pay, or
electronic transfer
❑ Donating my car
❑ Planning my estate,
annuity, or trust
❑ Volunteering at the Mission
(Please complete contact
information at left)

Donations to the Mission are
tax deductible to the fullest
extent allowed by law.
Any gifts received above our current
need will be used to help care for
hurting people throughout the year.

CHANGE A LIFE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
SHELTER

EVERY GIFT OF

MEALS

$12

SHOWERS

PROVIDES ONE
NIGHT OF CARE

CLOTHING

GIVE IN HONOR OR MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE:
www.PortlandRescueMission.org/FallNL

I’ll help change lives

Yes, I want to end homelessness, addiction, hunger and abuse. To
help hurting men, women and children, here is my gift of:

Giving Hope. Restoring Life.

❑ $12/mo to help 12 people a year
❑ $24/mo to help 24 people a year
❑ $48/mo to help 48 people a year

❑ $____________ a month
❑ $____________ one time gift

Every $12 provides a hot meal, safe night of shelter, a shower,
clean
andoraccess
to life-restoring
Encloseclothes
your check
complete
your credit cardprograms.
information on back.
991

P.O. Box 3713
Portland, OR 97208-3713
503.MISSION (647.7466)
To donate online, visit
PortlandRescueMission.org/FallNL
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