THE LIGHTHOUSE

Giving Hope. Restoring Life.®

Thirsty
for

Hope
Portland Rescue Mission

Summer 2019

Dear Friends,
I am continually amazed at how God takes small things
and does big things with them.
It’s a small act of kindness – like a simple meal served by
a smiling volunteer at Portland Rescue Mission.
It’s a small act of generosity – like how you sacrifice out
of your finances and give to the Mission so that other
people are provided for in their time of need.
It’s a small act of humility – like a heartfelt prayer
whispered by a man or woman who is trapped in
addiction, homelessness and isolation. “God, please help
me. I’ll do whatever it takes.”
Together, those three small acts add up to something
truly BIG and wonderful! This intersection of kindness,
generosity and humility is where God changes lives
every day at Portland Rescue Mission.

You’re an essential part of this
recipe of restoration!

Thanks to you, Joshua (see next page) had a place to
come when he was just out of jail and desperate to
rebuild his life.
Thanks to you, women like Amanda, Stephanie,
Sheridan, Heather, and Jen (see page 6-7) have overcome
abuse, trauma, addiction and homelessness – and are
graduating on to new lives.
Thanks to you, these precious souls – and so many
others – are leaving the past behind. They’re gaining
independent housing and employment. They’re
growing in a vibrant relationship with God. And they’re
surrounded by supportive relationships to keep them
strong.
Thank you for doing your part to accomplish very big
things!

Eric Bauer
Executive Director

God has

BIG
things in store

FROM
HOMELESS
TEEN TO
MAN OF GOD
“Happy birthday to you…”
The birthday party across the park
stung Joshua’s heart as he watched
from a distance.
His own birthdays went by without notice. No loving
family, presents and laughter. Joshua was a homeless teen,
addicted, alone and scared.
Like so many days, Joshua’s stomach ached with
hunger. He waited sadly for the party to end. Then,
to his embarrassment, he dug through the trash to eat
the cake they’d thrown away.

“How did I get to this point?” he
wondered in shame. “I just want to go
home.”
Even then, Joshua’s pride wouldn’t let him ask for help.
Instead, he learned to survive by working odd jobs,
sleeping where he could find a safe space. All the while,
addiction gnawed at him and eventually destroyed
everything he loved.
While in jail for drug possession, a case worker told
Joshua about Portland Rescue Mission. After being
released, Joshua walked the cold streets endlessly to keep
himself from using drugs again. As dawn came, Joshua
snapped a photo of the sunrise with his phone. There in
the photo, he saw a brilliant cross captured in the sun’s
rays. Peace washed over Joshua. God seemed to be saying,
“It’s going to be okay, surrender. I know what’s best for
you. Just stop running. Your life could be greater than you
ever imagined.”

Your gift today helps men and women find their way home.
Please help with monthly support to offer new life all year long.

“I came to the Mission with nothing but a pair of shorts,
shoes and shirt,” Joshua remembers. “That’s all I had left
in my life.” Thanks to generous donations, all of Joshua’s
needs—meals, shelter, a shower and clothing—were
provided for him, so he could focus on rebuilding his life.
Over the past year, being immersed in a caring recovery
community at The Harbor, our men’s residential New Life
Ministry, has restored Joshua’s life. “The biggest change
in my life has been Jesus, has been love,” says Joshua.
“These men here have a genuineness about them that I
long for. That gave me a lot of hope.”

“The biggest change in my life has
been Jesus, has been love”
Joshua is focused on giving back to help others overcome
their own battles with addiction. He loves sharing his
story. “Out on the streets, I welcomed death,” Joshua
says. “The Harbor offered me a new way of life. Instead
of being alone, isolated, cut off from the world, I’m going
to be a man of God living to my fullest potential. I’m
grateful that I never have to go back to that life.”

Watch Joshua share his story of hope:
www.PortlandRescueMission.org/Joshua

Get rid of that extra car!
•
•
•
•

TURN
YOUR
WHEELS
INTO
MEALS

Quick, hassle-free process
Maximum tax deduction
Towing available
Sold at a good price on our lot

Feel great helping people in need!
• Give meals, shelters and urgent care
• Restore lives in our recovery programs!
• Provide vocational training opportunities

It’s Easy!
1 Locate your title.
Away Hunger at
2 Call Drive
503-906-7673.

3

Joshua, featured in our
cover story, enjoys his
vocational training at
Drive Away Hunger.

Donate your car to Drive Away Hunger : www.DriveAwayHunger.org or 503-906-7673

Give the title and keys to
our tow truck driver or
drive it to our lot.

4 Save your receipt to

maximize your tax deduction.

Drive Away Hunger : 8301 NE Halsey St, Portland, OR 97220

YOU’RE CHANGING LIVES
Five women recently graduated from Shepherd’s Door, our free residential recovery
ministry for women and children. Over the course of about a year, they’ve courageously
faced past mistakes, trauma and addictions. Thanks to your support, these women and
many others are drawing closer to God, healing from the past, learning new life skills,
and launching into new lives surrounded by people who support them.

“

God has given me a hope for my future, to carry on as a
beacon of light to others and show them their way home.
God has awakened dreams inside of me I never could’ve
~ Jen
imagined.

”

“

This year, I have come face to face with the darkest
parts of myself and I did not run. I grabbed hold of the
inner strength that Jesus says I have, and I watched the
old me walk away.
~ Amanda

”

“

“

I stuffed down a lifetime of heartbreaks and loss.
Alcohol and drugs helped me to cover it up, to not feel
and at times to forget. The staff at Shepherd’s Door
took me as I was and they loved me back to life.
~ Heather

”

I felt hopeless, desperate and alone. I was sitting in
a tent with nothing left but the clothes on my back.
I have seen God replace my addictions to alcohol
and drugs, with love. His love.
~ Stephanie

”

❑ Donate via credit card:
Circle One:

“

“

Expiration Date:___________________

Card Number: _______________________________________________________________

I’ve been using drugs and alcohol since I was 12 years old.
I spent over 30 years in this revolving door of chaos and
pain. God picked up all my broken pieces and guided me
to Shepherd’s Door. My life has transformed in a way that I
~ Sheridan
never could have imagined.

”

Name:____________________________ Phone:___________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
Donate securely online: www.PortlandRescueMission.org/SummerNL
❑ Keep me updated with news and stories through email:
Email:__________________________________________________________________________
❑ Please pray for: _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Tell me more about:
❑ Monthly giving through
checks, auto-pay, or
electronic transfer
❑ Donating my car
❑ Planning my estate,
annuity, or trust
❑ Volunteering at the Mission
(Please complete contact
information at left)

Donations to the Mission are
tax deductible to the fullest
extent allowed by law.
Any gifts received above our current
need will be used to help care for
hurting people throughout the year.

“…Whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.” ~ Proverbs 11:25
SHELTER

EVERY GIFT OF

MEALS

$12

CLOTHING

PROVIDES ONE
NIGHT OF CARE

SHOWERS

START YOUR MONTHLY SUPPORT AT $12, $24 OR $48 TODAY:
www.PortlandRescueMission.org/Monthly

I’ll help change lives
Yes, I want to end homelessness, addiction, hunger and abuse. To
help hurting men, women and children, here is my gift of:
❑ $12/mo to help 12 people a year
❑ $24/mo to help 24 people a year
❑ $48/mo to help 48 people a year

❑ $____________ a month
❑ $____________ one time gift

Every $12 provides a hot meal, safe night of shelter, a shower,
clean clothes
andoraccess
to life-restoring
Enclose
your check
complete
your credit cardprograms.
information on back.
961

Giving Hope. Restoring Life.

P.O. Box 3713
Portland, OR 97208-3713
503.MISSION (647.7466)
To donate online, visit
PortlandRescueMission.org/SummerNL
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